
End of watch: Bauer 
‘cared about the city’ 

Slain police commander’s family and friends remember 
him as a steady force who was dedicated to serving others 


By Christy Gutowski and Vikki Ortiz Healy 

O n Sunday, Chicago police 
Cmdr. Paul Bauer and his 
family took their usual 
seats in the front pew at a West 
Loop chapel, where police officers 
gather twice a month to pray for 
fallen comrades and to support the 
ones still protecting Chicago’s 
streets. 

The Bauers were such regulars 



Bauer 


at the casual, familial gatherings 
that Bauer’s 13-year-old daughter, Grace, 
often delivered die Scripture readings. But 
on that morning, Grace was recovering 
from a sore throat. Without hesitation, 
Bauer took the Bible up to the lectern and 
began to read. 

“When Paul got up instead of Grace, an 
old guy from the back yelled, ‘Sit down! We 
want Grace!’ ” the Rev. Daniel Brandt, 


| Chicago Tribune 

Bauer’s longtime friend and the 
director of Chicago Police 
Chaplains, who was leading the 
Mass, recalled Thursday with a 
bittersweet chuckle. “And Paul 
said, ‘Too bad. You’re stuck with 
me.’ ” 

Two days later, Bauer’s name 
was added to the list of 580 
Chicago police officers who 
have died of injuries received 
while on duty, the highest-ranking official 
killed on the job in decades. He was fatally 
shot Tuesday after he thrust himself into 
the pursuit of a four-time felon carrying a 
gun outside the Thompson Center, author¬ 
ities said. The police commander, who had 
long ago been promoted above the riskier 
responsibilities of a street cop, had no 
official obligation to enter the scuffle, 
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Paul Bauer on mounted patrol after the 
Blackhawks won the Stanley Cup in 2013. 

authorities said. 

On Saturday, less than a week after that 
police Mass, Brandt will preside over 
Bauer’s funeral Mass at Nativity of Our 
Lord Catholic Church in Bridgeport, 
where Bauer lived with his daughter and 
wife, Erin. 

As they grapple with his death, heart¬ 
broken family members and friends say 
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Students join 1,000 mourners at a vigil Thursday at Pine Trails Park for the victims of Wednesday’s school shooting in Parkland, Fla. 


Gunman fired ‘well over’ 
100 rounds in 3 minutes 


Arrest reports show man confessed in school slaying of 17 


By David Fleshler, Paula 
McMahon, Lisa J. Hurlash and 
Linda Trischitta 

South Florida Sun-Sentinel 

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. - Accused 
shooter Nikolas Cruz admitted his guilt to 
detectives Thursday, saying he discarded 
his AR-15 rifle and ammunition magazines 
at the scene and escaped by blending into 
the crowd of fleeing high school students, 
according to arrest reports. 

After slipping away from the scene at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School 
in Parkland, north of Miami, he went to a 
Subway inside a nearby Walmart for a 
drink, then headed to a McDonald’s before 
he was arrested without incident by an 
officer who recognized his description. 

He arrived on campus at 2:19 p.m. 
Wednesday in an Uber car, whose driver 


has since spoken with detectives. 

As he walked through the school, 
shooting students, teachers and staff, he 
fired “well over” 100 shots, according to a 
law enforcement source. The shooting 
lasted three minutes. 

At least 1,000 mourners gathered near 
the school in Parkland on Thursday night 
for a vigil. At one point, crowd members 
started shouting: “No more guns! No more 
guns!” 

One of Cruz’s attorneys said the ex¬ 
pelled student accused of killing 17 people 
at his former high school is “sad, mournful, 
remorseful” and “he’s just a broken human 
being.” 

After a judge ordered Cruz, 19, held 
without bond as he faces 17 counts of 
premeditated murder, defense attorney 
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Nikolas Cruz, 19, appears on a closed- 
circuit television screen during a bond 
hearing Thursday in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 


RIZZO RETURNS: Cubs star Anthony Rizzo leaves spring training to help his alma mater and community heal. Chicago Sports 
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How on-screen abuse affects reality 

The way we talk about movies and TV shows says some¬ 
thing about what we value as a society — and whose stories 
we believe. A+E 


Three Floyds plans massive expansion 

Popular brewery Three Floyds is poised to ask Munster, 
Ind., officials to approve a redevelopment plan that would 
triple the size of tiie operation. Business 


Study says 
property 
tax system 
favors rich 

Berrios’ assessment practices 
flawed, unfair, report affirms 

By Jason Grotto 

ProPublica Illinois 

and Hal Dardick 

Chicago Tribune 

Cook County Asses¬ 
sor Joseph Berrios has 
been producing error- 
ridden property assess¬ 
ments that effectively 
punished poor home- 
owners while provid¬ 
ing tax breaks to 
wealthy ones, accord¬ 
ing to a much-antici¬ 
pated independent 
study of the county’s 
residential assessment 
practices. 

The study, which reviewed assess¬ 
ments from 2014 to 2016, concluded that 
the county operates “a very regressive 
system” that causes “a wealth transfer 
from owners of lower-value homes to 
those of higher-value homes.” 

County officials released the study 
Thursday to a handful of reporters before 
holding a small, closed-door briefing in 
the afternoon. The quiet release of the 
explosive report comes as Berrios, who is 
also chairman of the Cook County Demo¬ 
cratic Party, faces a serious, well-funded 
primary challenge. 

The study, conducted by an assessment 
expert from Virginia for the Civic Consult¬ 
ing Alliance, corroborates findings from 
the Chicago Tribune’s investigation “The 
Tax Divide,” which exposed widespread 
errors and inequities in residential assess¬ 
ments under Berrios from 2011 through 
2015. It also counters months of assertions 
from Berrios’ office that his assessment 
process is sound. 

Cook County Board President Toni 
Preckwinkle — a Berrios ally — commis¬ 
sioned the independent study of residen¬ 
tial assessments the same morning 
Berrios and his staff insisted to county 
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Inside 

One Berrios 
challenger 
removed from 
ballot. Page 4 


Refurbished 
Woodson 
library set 
to reopen 

Site houses Midwest’s largest 
black research collection 

By Lolly Bowean I Chicago Tribune 

Even as the building was under con¬ 
struction, Melvin Thompson sometimes 
sat outside the Carter G. Woodson library 
branch and stared at the illuminated black 
and white image of Vivian G. Harsh, 
Chicago’s first black librarian, reflected in 
the glass. 

The library — which houses the Harsh 
collection, the largest repository of docu¬ 
ments, original paperwork and literature 
related to the African-American experi¬ 
ence in the Midwest — has been shrouded 
by dark metal scaffolding for nearly a 
decade to protect walkers from its falling 
debris. 

But in recent months, that scaffolding 
has been removed, revealing a new terra 
cotta facade and portraits of Harsh and 
Woodson in the new windows. 

“To see that portrait of Harsh, staring 
out at 95th and Halsted, it sends such a 
strong message,” Thompson said. “It’s a 
call to order. Don’t sit back, if your 
community needs something, do some¬ 
thing about it.” 

After being closed for 14 months, the 
Woodson Regional Library on the Far 
South Side will reopen Saturday, officials 
with the Chicago Public Library said. It’s 
no accident that the reopening falls 
during Black History Month — a celebra¬ 
tion founded by Woodson. 

Community organizers hope the reno¬ 
vations help spark a renaissance in 
Washington Heights on a milelong 
stretch littered with boarded-up busi- 
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Tom Skilling’s forecast High 27 low 13 


Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of A+E section 
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